Cavernous malformation of the optic chiasm: case report.
We report a 14-year-old boy with cavernous malformation of the optic chiasm. He had a 2-year history of gradually worsening visual disturbance. Computed tomography (CT) and magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) revealed a suprasellar mass, findings compatible with craniopharyngioma. The mass was biopsied and histological examination confirmed cavernous malformation. On the second day after the biopsy, he suffered chiasmal apoplexy due to intratumoural haemorrhage, lost visual acuity and developed a field cut. Cavernous malformations arising from the optic nerve and chiasm are extremely rare; only 29 cases have been reported to date. Most patients manifested acute visual acuity and visual field disturbances. Although MRI findings of cavernous malformations in the brain parenchyma have been reported, MRI findings on the optic nerve and chiasm may not be completely diagnostic. Of the 29 documented patients, 16 underwent total resection of the lesion without exacerbation of their preoperative symptoms; in some cases, resection was complicated by risk of damage to the surrounding neural tissue. As patients may suffer intratumoural haemorrhage after biopsy or partial removal of the lesion, the advisability of surgical treatment of cavernous malformations of the optic nerve and chiasm must be considered carefully.